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PINCHOT BLAMES MELLON KOR DEFICIT 


How Reductions of Surtaxes Were Manipulated to Advanta 


On Saturday. April 2, 1932, before the City Club 
of Cleveland, Ohio, Governor Pinchot of Penn- 
sylvania delivered a speech of such sensational 
character that it is surprising that the daily news- 
papers have apparently ignored it. It was a general 
indictment of the ruling powers at Washington 
and dealt with facts and figures which, though 
they may be suppressed for a while, will certainly 
cause the “welkin to ring” during the coming 
presidential campaign. d 

The governor’s speech was on the subject, “How 
Did They Get It?” and in answering that question 
he enlightens the country on facts which have 
heretofore been only hinted at. The principal 
topic of Governor Pinchot, the matter of the im- 
position of income, gift and inheritance taxes, is 
of supreme importance at this time because of the 
fact that the new revenue bill is now before the 
Senate, having been passed by the House. Osten- 
sibly this measure was made necessary by the fact 
that government revenues reveal a deficiency of a 
billion or more dollars yearly, and Governor Pin- 
chot’s placing of the blame for this deficit squarely 
on the shoulders of former Secretary of the Treas- 
ury Mellon forms one of the most interesting 
features of the address, 

Space forbids reproduction of the speech in its 
entirety, but the following excerpts should furnish 
food for thought for all patriotic citizens, and es- 
pecially to organized labor: 


Mellon’s Sacrifice to Public Weal 


When Andrew Mellon, multi-millionaire and in- 
dustrial overlord of uncountable wage earners, was 
given control of the national treasury, the people 
were told that his was a pure and selfless sacri- 
fice to the public weal—that he was about to de- 
vote his vast financial talents to the good of all 
the people. And most of them believed it. 

When big bankers and Wall Street wizards were 
called into conference on the depression at the 
White House the people were hushed into solemn 
awe at the announcement that the great minds of 
the nation were grappling impartially with the 
nation’s problems. They were told that the great 
minds would put an end to all their troubles. And 
most of them swallowed it. 


“Greatest Secretary Since Hamilton” 


As a class, the over-rich are probably more in- 
terested in taxation than in any other function of 
government. It holds the greatest threat to their 
vast individual fortunes. For about twelve years 
the financial affairs of the United States were in 
the hands of a very-multi-millionaire. Mr. Mellon, 
in the course of those years, did more for the over- 
rich whom he represented (and of whom he was 
glaringly one) than any secretary of the treasury 
since Alexander Hamilton. In that he was cer- 
tainly greatest. 

Mr. Mellon advocated and, through political con- 
trol over Congress, brought about tremendous re- 
ductions in the tax rates on upper bracket incomes. 
He cut the millionaires’ surtax to less than one- 
third of its former figure. To do it he backed a 
campaign of learned propaganda to the effect that 
great wealth must be released from taxation for 
Purposes of production, even though a greater 


Portion of the burden would then be carried by 


\ 


the poorer man. After which the money control of 
Congress drove the Mellon plan through. 

And when this pretty sounding theory, put into 
practice, increased production far beyond the na- 
tion’s power to consume, and when the crash of 
depression came as a necessary result—then Mr. 
Hoover kindly relieved Mr. Mellon of the em- 
barrassment of admitting that he had been hope- 
lessly wrong. 


No Menace in Large Fortunes 


Another of Mr. Mellon’s great services to con- 
centrated wealth was in securing the repeal of 
the gift tax. Mr. Mellon knew that in doing so he 
was taking the stopper out of the inheritance tax 
bathtub. Rich men could and would give away 
most of their fortunes before they died. John D. 
Rockefeller, for instance, has given his children 
over two billion dollars. 

But again Mr. Mellon had an economic argu- 
ment to fall back on. “The social necessity of 
breaking up large fortunes,” he said, “does not 
exist in this country. In a few generations any 
single large fortune is split into many moderate 
inheritances.” If that be so, the question naturally 
arises, why should not the government get the 
benefit through taxation instead of allowing the 
money to be dissipated by spendthrifts? 

It is interesting to compare Mr. Mellon’s state- 
ment with a few facts. The Pratt fortune, made 
in Standard Oil. grew in thirty years from $10,000,- 
000 to $300,000,000. 

Payne Whitney died in 1928 leaving $178,000,000 
—almost entirely the expansion in less than a gen- 
eration of a half interest in his uncle’s $32,000,000 
estate. : 

The $50,000,000 estate of Meyer Guggenheim in- 
creased in twenty years enough to give each of his 
nine children a fortune larger than the original 
estate. 

It was estimated in 1926 that the forty descend- 
ants of Alexius Du Pont in the fourth and fifth 
generations were each worth more than the $40,- 
000,000 with which he died. 


Pressure Exerted on Congress 


But even the efforts of a millionaire secretary 
of the treasury, with a President and senators and 
congressmen working under him, are not always 
enough to push a go-easy-on-the-rich tax bill 
through Congress. Some representatives of the 
people are bound to stop and wonder if the bill is 
really good for the people. Enough of these re- 
calcitrants to fill out a majority must be brought 
in line. 

Powerful and well paid lobbying will often do it. 
In 1925, when the last of the Mellon upper-bracket 
income tax reduction acts was under debate, so- 
called “tax clubs” from all over the country— 
from Texas, from Georgia, from Iowa—came to 
Washington to tell their congressmen to vote for 
the Mellon bill. 

These men were not tax experts. They were not 
chosen representatives of the people of their dis- 
trict. They were, for the most part, political wire- 
pullers—their orders issued and their expenses 
paid by men who counted on getting their money 
back. 

Their arguments were short but persuasive. 
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They ttd=their éongressmen to vote for the bill 
or face defeat at the next election. Men who could 
afford to send delegates thousands of miles to 
Washington would see to that. They would with- 
hold campaign contributions and throw their 
financial and political power behind a more per- 
suadable candidate. 


Rich Men Pocket Half a Billion in Year 

Here was concentrated wealth in action. This is 
how a tax statute was written into our law. 

But, you may ask, is it really worth while for 
these men to go to such trouble and expense? Do 
they get enough out of it? Let me tell you. 

Take the richest multi-millionaires for an ex- 
ample, all men with incomes of over a million 
dollars. In 1918 their incomes were so much above 
a million that their income taxes averaged $1,326,- 
645. Ten years later, in 1928, the average tax in 
the over-a-million bracket was $362,309. In other 
words, Mr. Mellon’s surtax reductions were worth, 
to the men with top bracket incomes, an average 
of almost a million dollars a year apiece. 

To the 513 men who in 1929 had incomes of 
over a million dollars, that reduction meant for 
that one year alone a gift from the government of 
about half a billion dollars. 

And if the 1918 rates had been in effect for the 
three years 1927, 1928, 1929, leading up to the de- 
pression, on the 513 over-a-million incomes alone 
the United States treasury could now boast a con- 
siderable surplus instead of a deficit of over a 
billion dollars. Which means that if the Mellon 
income tax reductions had not been made the 
Mellon deficit would never have happened. 


Andy Fared Very Well Himself 

One more point. It might be interesting to note 
just how much the last slicing of the surtax in 
1926 was worth to Mr. Mellon himself. Even after 
the earlier rate cuts, that last slicing saved Mr. 
Mellon, on his 1926 income tax, exactly $828,348. 
For a secretary of the treasury with a $15,000 
salary, eight hundred thousand dollars in one year 
is not such a small fee for services rendered to the 
millionaire cause. 

When President Harding was making up his 
Cabinet he did me the honor to consult me con- 
cerning the proposed appointment of Mr. Mellon. 
He said, “I want to appoint someone with so much 
money that he will be beyond the temptation to 
get any more.” It seems that Mr. Harding failed 
to find the man he was looking for. 

There is another tax question which deserves 
mention in a review of government by concen- 
trated wealth. That is the matter of tax refunds— 
and the strange correlation between such refunds 
and large campaign contributions. 

A Peculiar Coincidence Noted 

Tax refunds are made by the bureau of internal 
revenue after secret investigation and _ review. 
These proceedings are brought to light only by 
court action and only in rare instances. It so 
happens that the seventeen men who each contri- 
buted ten thousand dollars or more to the Repub- 
lican campaign war chest in 1928 were all exten- 
sively interested in corporations which received 
for the following year tremendous tax refunds 
ranging as high as five million dollars. 

(Continued on Page Two, Col. Three) 
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CONSPIRACY TO CUT WAGES CHARGED 


Following up its strong denunciations of pro- 
posed federal pay cuts, the American Federation 
of Labor has acted to impress on Congress labor’s 
fixed determination to oppose such pay reductions 
to the last ditch. Under the leadership of Edward 
F. McGrady, A. F. of L. legislative committeeman, 
forty-eight labor executives last week began per- 
sonal visits to every senator and representative to 
tell them why organized labor is fighting the 
lowering of federal employees’ pay. 

Speaking for the labor executives, Mr. McGrady 
said they were prepared to show congressmen that 
any petitions they received signed by American 
workers urging reductions in the government pay 
roll were circulated by employers and were signed 
under coercion. 


Planned by Organized Business 

Mr. McGrady emphatically declared that the 
proposal to reduce government salaries, and the 
labors of the Special Economy Committee which 
has been trying to find some scheme of cutting 
which will produce an appreciable saving without 
ruthlessly levying a heavy toll against those re- 
ceiving $2000 or less, was planned and a campaign 
for support made by organized business. 

“Organized business,” said Mr. McGrady, “de- 
termined and made plans many months ago to 
slash wages. President Hoover called a confer- 
ence and business representatives pledged them- 
selves they would not reduce wages. Many of 
them broke that promise. Some public-spirited in- 
dustrialists endeavored to keep faith and in public 
statements declared their opposition to any salary 
reductions. Among them was Farrell of the United 
States Steel Corporation, and shortly after he was 
forced to resign by the board of directors. Next 
came Crowley of the New York Central and 
Sloane of the Brooklyn Edison Company, and 
each in turn had to resign shortly after issuing 
statements in opposition to wage reductions. 

Petitions Signed Under Duress 

“One of the conspirators in this drive for gen- 
eral wage cuts throughout the country was Merle 
Thorpe of the Chamber of Commerce of the United 
States. 
the chambers of commerce all over the country. 
They told their membership to go to the individual 
employees and ask them to sign petitions to Con- 
gress to reduce wages. It was like putting a gun 
to the worker’s head—‘sign or take the conse- 
quences.’ The American Federation of Labor has 
scores of letters from workers who said that they 
signed such petitions under duress. 

“The workers throughout the country are going 
to fight this conspiracy of organized business to 
cut wages. We will fight to the last inch, and those 
members of Congress who fall under the spell of 
greedy big business will have to answer for their 
acts later on.” 


Psychological Effect Stressed 

At a meeting of the forty-eight labor executives 
in his office, William Green, president of the 
American Federation of Labor, directed attention 
to recent statements made by some advocates of 
federal pay reduction that while a cut in govern- 
ment salaries would be of little consequence in 
balancing the budget it was necessary because of 
the psychological effect. 

“The facts are,” Green emphasized, “that a re- 


He and his organization have canvassed | 


standards and of humane conditions of employ- 
ment. It should set an example for employers in 
private industry to follow. It should take no part 
in a salary reducing policy at a time when the 
national welfare demands the development of a 
high purchasing power on the part of the masses 
of the people.” 
>. --— 


ARGENTINA’S JOBLESS PROBLEM 

Argentine government officials report that there 
are at least 50,000 unemployed in Buenos Aires 
alone and more than that many out of work in in- 
terior cities. The government appropriated 100,000 
pesos to help furnish shelter for the homeless in 
Buenos Aires. Appeals were also issued to wealthy 

families to contribute money and clothes. 
Argentina has long been the mecca of emi- 
grants from southern Europe attracted by the 
plentiful supply of work. Now. the government, 
confronted with the necessity of supporting the 
immigrants, is considering the possibility of ship- 
ping the jobless Europeans back to their native 
countries as the cheapest solution of the problem. 

SSS 
CHEAPER OCEAN TRAVEL 


All ship lines in the Atlantic service have agreed 
to cut passenger rates approximately 20 per cent 
beginning in April. 
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College Students and Teachers 
On Missionary Tour to Kentucky 


A delegation of teachers and students from 
Commonwealth College, the labor school near 


je Mena, Ark., is on its way by automobile to Bell 


and Harlan Counties, Kentucky, to distribute relief 
to striking miners and copies of the Bill of Rights 
to sheriffs and deputies who, it is charged, have 
repeatedly overridden the constitutional rights of 
strikers, labor organizers, students, writers and 
newspaper reporters. 

The delegation is holding protest meetings and 
making stump speeches en route and is selling 
souvenir copies of the Bill of Rights, the first 
ten amendments to the United States constitution, 
to raise money for strike relief. It accepts what- 


ever the purchaser wishes to pay, in money or in- 


food or clothing. 

The delegation is headed by Lucien Koch, 24- 
year-old director of Commonwealth and youngest 
college president in the United States. He was 
formerly an instructor at the University of Wis- 
consin. Other members are Harold Coy, teacher of 
current history, who happens to be of Mayflower 
and pioneer Kentucky ancestry; Sam Sandberg, 
wounded war veteran; and Leo Gruliow and Isaac 
Greenberg, students. 
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PINCHOT BLAMES MELLON 


(Continued from Page One) 

Congressman (now Speaker) Garner in 1930 
made the unrefuted charge on the floor of the 
House that the government had lost about seven- 
teen million dollars through tax refunds to the 
United States Steel Corporation. 

Finally, it is worth noting that Robert H. Lucas 
stepped from his position as commissioner of the 
bureau of internal revenue, in charge of tax re- 
funds, to the helm of the Republican National 
Committee, in charge of campaign affairs. 

It is, of course, entirely possible that all these 
facts are pure coincidence. But I for one believe 
that Senator Couzens knew whereof he spoke. 
Give him control of the bureau of internal reve- 
nue, he said, and he would run the United States 
government. 

I have answered the question, “How do they get 
it?” truthfully and as best I can. But there is 
another question which I cannot answer—which 
can be answered only by the millions of American 
people who have the power to set things right, 
but do not use it. That question is, “Why do they 
stand for it?” I cannot answer it. Only the 
people can. But I am beginning to think they are 
getting ready to give their answer. 
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duction in the salaries of government workers 
would greatly influence employers engaged in 
private industry to impose reductions in wages 
paid their employees. In this respect the action 
proposed by these members of Congress would 
have a most disastrous and depressing psychologi- 
cal effect. 

“The federal government should lead in the 
establishment and maintenance of high living 
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UNEMPLOYMENT HEARINGS 


The State Unemployment Commission of Cali- 
fornia, authorized and directed by law “to make 
surveys, studies and investigations of all problems 
relating to unemployment, with a view to formu- 
lating such plans and recommending such legisla- 
tion as will enable the state to take the proper 
steps toward the solution of any such problems,” 
has scheduled a series of meetings in various cities 
during April. The law provides that the commis- 
sion shall hold public meetings at which “the 
people shall have an opportunity to present their 
views to the commission.” 

The San Francisco hearings are to be held in 
the Assembly Room of the Board of Supervisors, 
City Hall, on Wednesday, April 27, and on Thurs- 
day, April 28, commencing at 9 a. m. 

The State Unemployment Commission has 
asked citizens who will attend the open sessions 
to give their views on the stabilization of employ- 
ment, emergency unemployment relief, techno- 
logical unemployment, occupational changes, and 
age limits in industry, restrictions of hours of 
labor, public works, unemployment reserves and 
compensation, employment offices, other sugges- 
tions and proposals. 

Those appearing before the commission at these 
public hearings may, in addition to presenting 
their views orally, or in lieu thereof, proffer mem- 
oranda, letters or papers embodying their ideas on 
the subject of dealing with unemployment 
emergencies through legislative action, or through 
other organized effort by employers, employees, 
and the public. It should be distinctly understood 
that the commission is not as yet committed to any 
recommendations or proposals to be made to the 
Legislature. 


& es 
LAUNDRY WORKERS’ STRUGGLE 

The Laundry Workers’ Union reports that large 
numbers of its members are unemployed. Besides 
the business slump, which has resulted in greatly 
curtailing their work, the industry has to contend 
with the Oriental laundries and hundreds of other 
small concerns which are operated without regard 
to working conditions, hours of labor or wage 
scales. This situation is becoming increasingly 
harmful to the operations of the large laundries 
which employ union men and women and pay the 
union scale of wages. The Laundry Workers’ 
Union, as a matter of self-protection, has instituted 
a fight against the unfair laundries and should 
have the united support of organized labor. 

4 ne 
CANNOT HOLD TWO POSITIONS 

The Civil Service Commission has issued a cir- 
cular which has been sent to all heads of city 
departments calling attention to a rule which pro- 
vides that no one holding a civil service position 
may hold another position in federal, state, county 
or city service, where such position pays a salary. 
Exception is made in the case of a teacher in a 
night school. Violation of the rule is penalized by 
loss of the civil service position. The action of the 
commission was due to complaints that post office 
employees were also filling part time positions 
with the city. 
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Depressions Do Not Frighten 
This Open-Handed Employer 

A good example to employers is set by a local 
concern which, in spite of the depression, has 
adopted a five-day week with no cut in pay. The 
local newspapers which announce this encouraging 
item of news do not indicate the number of men 
benefited nor their status as wage earners, but 
they state that last year “he raised salaries all 
around,” that he “inaugurated the serving of tea 
to all hands each afternoon,” and that “in Janu- 
ary of this year he raised salaries up and down the 
line.” 

It is pleasing to learn that this humane* em- 
ployer believes also in enjoying life, as “he takes 
two or three months’ vacation each year and goes 
down to his ‘country estate’ near Papeete, in the 
South Seas.” 

This paragon of employers is Rodman C. Pell, 
Jr., president of the Pelican Paper Company. 

oe , 

DEATH OF BRITISH LABOR LEADER 

One of the few remaining links with the early 
days of British trade union and Socialist organi- 
zation has been broken by the death of Harry 
Lee, who was for nearly thirty years secretary of 
the Social Democratic Federation and a member 
for the last seven years of the headquarters staff 
of the British Trades Union Congress. 


FIGHT STILL GOES ON 


Labor’s bill for 2.75 per cent beer, with all that 
such legislation means in the way of increased 
employment, new sources of revenue and advance- 
ment of the national welfare, will have at least 
one more chance in the House, says an I. L. N. S. 
dispatch from Washington. 

Defeat of the Cullen amendment to the revenue 
bill to legalize beer as a basis for new taxes does 
not end the fight for 2.75 beer, as some trade 
unionists have feared. 

A petition to discharge the Judiciary Committee 
from further custody of the Hull-O’Connor beer 
bill will be circulated after April 7 and if it obtains 
the necessary 145 signatures the bill will be 
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brought before the House for vote. The Hull- 
O’Connor bill is labor’s bill, to all intents and pur- 
poses, and labor is giving it full support. It would 
legalize the manufacture and sale of 2.75 beer as 
proposed in labor’s original bill and in addition 
contains provisions for taxation and to guard 
against the return of the saloon. The measure is 
sponsored by Representative William Hull - of 
Illinois, Republican, and John T. O’Connor, Demo- 
crat, of New York. 
Labor’s Opportunity Here 

The move to force a vote on the bill is labor’s 
opportunity. If every member of the House is 
told without delay where organized labor stands 
on the beer issue the chances are excellent that 
the committee will be discharged and a favorable 
vote forced on the bill. Labor, through Labor’s 
National Committee for Modification of the Vol- 
stead Act, has swung into action and is appealing 
to trade unionists in every state to act at once on 
the measure. Quick action, without a moment’s 
unnecessary delay, is imperative, it is emphasized. 

The compelling arguments for 2.75 beer are 
being summed up in favor of obtaining a vote on 
the Hull-O’Connor bill. 

Arguments Bearing Weight 

Of the arguments, the main one being stressed 
in the intensive campaign now on for the Hull- 
O’Connor bill is the increased employment that 
2.75 beer will bring. With unemployment more 
serious than ever before in the history of the nation 
and little sign of improvement in sight, with the 
burden of relief daily growing heavier and with 
suffering and privation rapidly increasing, it is 
thought that every congressman is receptive to a 
sound remedy for the situation. Labor feels that a 
remedy that can be applied quickly and effectively 
is legalization of 2.75 per cent beer and it is losing 
no opportunity to drive home the point. That the 
argument is having great weight is indicated by 
increased votes cast recently by the wets on test 
proposals before the House. 
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The Billionaire in Politics 

The statement that the estate of the family of 
Andrew W. Mellon, consisting of three brothers 
and their children, was valued at $7,990,425,178, 
was printed in the San Francisco “News” of last 
Saturday, in a Pittsburgh dispatch credited to the 
N. E. A. Service. William Preston Beazell, con- 
ducting a survey for “World’s Work,” is given as 
authority. 

Needless to say, the story has created much 
comment, and has been the subject of conversation 
in varied stratas of society in San Francisco during 
the week. To many the figures given are of such 
astounding volume as to arouse doubt as to their 
accuracy; but the article goes into detail and lists 
the various interests of the Mellon family, with 
estimates of the value of each holding. The esti- 
mates themselves may be attacked, but no one 
who reads the list of properties and the interests of 
the Mellons will doubt that the total value may 
reach the sum named. 

* * x 

In connection with this story there is a timeli- 
ness to the sensational speech of Governor Pinchot 
at Cleveland last Saturday, in which he recounts 
that President Harding, discussing the proposed 
appointment of Mellon to be secretary of the 
treasury, said: “I want to appoint someone with 
so much money that he will be beyond the temp- 
tation to get any more.” Governor Pinchot inti- 
mates that “Mr. Harding failed to find the man 
he was looking for.” 

That a secretary of the treasury should have 
engineered reductions in the income surtax which 
netted savings to himself of more than eight 
hundred thousand dollars in one year seems to 
bear out the governor’s intimation—granting that 
the figures sponsored by him are accurate. 

* *k Ox 

It has been said that were the workers of the 
United States as much alive to their own interests 
as are the capitalists, and so united in working 
for their own interests, the economic structure 
would have to be rebuilt. Andrew Mellon appears 
to have been loyal to his fellow millionaires. Five 
hundred and thirteen men who paid tax on over a 


million dollars of income were presented by the. 


government, by way of tax reductions, with the 
sum of half a billion dollars, or substantially a 
million dollars apiece. 

* * * 

These astounding statements at this particular 
time, when Congress is almost stumped by the 
problem of providing money for the payment of 
the deficit caused by the reckless Mellon policy of 
reduction of the surtaxes, should cause the citizens 
of this country to doubt whether the present 
scheme of things can endure. The danger of these 
tremendous fortunes gathered into the hands of a 
few men, with all the power for evil practically 
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unrestrained, will suggest that means must be 
taken to curb them before they succeed in stran- 
gling the will of the people. The idea behind the 
imposition of surtaxes, gift taxes and inheritance 
taxes was that these immense aggregations of 
wealth should be broken up and not handed down 
from generation to generation, to be used as a 
means of oppression and tyranny. By placing in 
office the representatives of this boundless wealth 
the will of the people has been set aside and the 
time and activities of Congress have been diverted 
to the task of protecting the large incomes from 
returning to the government in taxes a fair share 
of the enormous wealth that government has been 
instrumental in creating. 
* * * 

In the lower house of Congress recently a revolt 
against the plan of taxing the poor and exempting 
the rich by means of a sales tax was temporarily 
successful, and the war-time schedules of surtaxes 
were reinstated. But the revolt was short-lived. 
The whip was cracked by the political bosses and 
money was again seated in the saddle, with the 
sales tax partially reinstated and the surtaxes re- 
duced. 

* * * 

The Senate will wrestle with the revenue bill 
this week, and it remains to be seen whether the 
Progressive senators will be able to reverse the 
action of the House. Certain it is that there will 
be a bitter fight, and probably the handful of real 
representatives of the common people will be able 
to bring about a more equitable measure of tax- 
ation than the one before them. 

* * * 

One thing seems to be impressing itself into the 
consciousness of the people at this time, and that 
is that a change in government policies MUST be 
instituted, or the answer to Governor Pinchot’s 
question, “Why do they stand for it?” will be 
that they don’t. 

x * x 

Possibly the day of multi-millionaire presidents, 
secretaries of the treasury and ambassadors to 
foreign courts is past. Many things may happen 
before November 7. 

ee 


Spare a little sympathy for City Attorney John 
J. O’Toole. The new city charter provided for a 
raise of his salary from $8000 to $10,000 a year. The 
conscientious official ruled that he could not legally 
receive the $2000 raise. But the city controller 
called on the Bar Association for an opinion and a 
committee of that body has ruled that, a new 
government having been inaugurated, officials of 
the municipality are subject to the provisions of 
the new charter. Therefore O’Toole is compelled 
to take the money! However, it will come in handy 
in paying that 12 per cent unemployment relief 
“contribution.” 

—_—$<—_—_$_$____—_ 


A news story from Taft relates how Governor 
Rolph was refused a shave by a barber whose 
shop he had entered before opening time. “Gov- 
ernor or no governof,” the barber is said to have 
replied to the request for a shave, “I must obey 
the rules.” The governor obligingly waited for 
the opening hour and admonished the barber to 
“always obey the rules and you will be all right.” 
And then they wonder at the amazing popularity 
of “Sunny Jim”! 
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The House of Representatives has passed the 
Philippines independence bill, to go into effect in 
about ten years. The belief is that the measure 
will not be favorably received in the Senate. If 
treaties were regarded as anything more than a 
“scrap of paper” it might be advisable to turn the 
little brown brothers free at once, in view of the 
reported willingness of Japan to “perpetually” 
guarantee the independence of the islands. 


Observe Label Month. Purchase union-made 
merchandise and service. y 
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UNION-EARNED MONEY 
The Trades Union Promotional League 
has a slogan which runs, “Not one cent of 
union-earned money for the unfair em- 
ployer.” 
During this month of April, when the 
American Federation of Labor (and its affili- 


_ated organizations), through its Label Sec- 


tion, is making its annual drive for recogni- 
tion of the union label, union shop card and 
union button—emblems which indicate that 
the goods and service which they stand for 
are the product of union wages and condi- 
tions—union men and women might profit- 
ably pause a moment and consider the signifi- 
cance of that slogan. 

There are many thousands of trade union- 
ists in San Francisco, and thousands more 
in the immediate Bay district. Suppose for a 
moment these thousands of workers should 
at once come to a realization that every 
dollar of union-earned money they spent on 
the products of non-union labor militated 
against their own interests—that they were, 
in other words, “giving aid and comfort to 
the enemy” by helping to maintain factories 
and employers opposed to their economic 
policies and using every means in their 
power to tear down the wages and conditions 
which it has taken generations of effort and 
sacrifice to gain. 

Suppose further, that these thousands of 
union workers and their families at once re- 
solved to spend their money with their 
friends and co-workers, and that “not one 
cent of union-earned money” should be spent 
with the unfair employer. In other words, 
suppose that they as a mighty unit should 
determine that the millions of dollars in 
wages earned by union workmen under union 
wage scales and union conditions, should be 
spent entirely for union-made products and 
service. Can you, union men and women, 
imagine what would be the result? 

Such a resolution, taken by the union men 
and women of this district alone, would not 
remove the economic depression. If taken 
by the unionists of the country as a whole 
it would not have this effect. 

But it would have the immediate 
effect of bringing prosperity to 
thousands of your fellow-workers— 
to those who, like you, have spent 
their efforts and money in upbuild- 
ing the colossal structure of organ- 
ized labor. Many thousands of your 
fellow-workers are without work 
through no fault of their own, 
while thoughtless union men may be 
helping to keep them workless by 
spending their money with unfair 
employers. 

This month of April is a splendid time to 
ponder on these things and consider that by 
patronizing goods bearing the union label 
and purchasing goods and service where the 
shop card and the union button are displayed 
you are at least doing something tangible to 
relieve the unemployment situation for some 
of the union men and women who have suf- 
fered from the economic collapse. 

There is not much excuse for those who 

claim they can not find union-made mer- 
chandise. A little inquiry and search may 
be necessary, and you may look upon this 
small inconvenience as your contribution to 
the campaign for the popularization of the 
union emblem. 
. After all, there is nothing quite so incon- 
sistent as a union man purchasing the prod- 
ucts of non-union labor, while his union is 
perhaps spending substantial sums for the 
Purpose of advertising the union label. 


F 
¥ 
bg 
® 
ou 
x 
f 


Friday, April 8, 1932 


COMMENT AND CRITICISM 
I. L. N.S. _ 


A hurricane sweeps across a belt of states. There 
is vast destruction. Houses and barns are blasted 
to splinters and sheared apart, as if by some 
demoniacal giant. 

Reconstruction requires work. The _ charity 
forces of a nation go into action under forced 
draft. Money is raised. Stricken humanity is fed. 
Maybe they had a job before the storm, maybe not. 

A hurricane has come. Now there is food. And 
there will be wages for those who must do the 
work of building anew where the storm cut through 
in its cyclonic desperation. 

Strange, what a hurricane will do. Strange, too, 


what a difference the cause of suffering makes. 
* * * 


Figures show unemployment, nationally, stopped 
in its tracks. There is a slight upward movement. 

This is tremendously good news. But be not 
fooled, citizens. Be not fooled. This is help, not 
cure. 

A great part of the work found today is called 
“made” work—work that doesn’t actually have to 
be done. It does not produce commodities. 

The great American mechanism for production 
of commodities is still out of gear. That needs 
fixing before we have cured anything. Two in- 
struments of fixing are needed. Roughly a 35-hour 


work-week and generally higher wages. 
* * Ok 


Until there is fundamental readjustment we shall 
have no cure. s 

However, let us give thanks for every bit of 
relief in the form of work. It puts food in mouths, 
and with that done there is a chance to muster 
thought and prepare for organized effort to man- 
age industry so that it shall provide joy for man 
instead of leading him a life of uncertainty and 
oppression. 

The wizardry of modern industry should free 
man, not enslave and- punish him. Today it is not 
wholly uncommon for contracts to contain a 
specification that hand labor, not machinery, be 
used. That should show us how wrong some 


things are. 
* * * 


A thought: With labor’s anti-injunction bill 
made law, why should there not be a great na- 
tional labor festival day upon which to hold joyous 
funeral services over the deceased injunction? 
Why should there not be a happy burial of the 
thousands of old injunctions that will lose their 
force and meaning? And why should not the auto- 
cratic power of dyspeptic judges be likewise in- 
terred—with a very special plot reserved in which 
to dump the moldy and repugnant remains of the 
yellow dog contract? 

Why not a great holiday for the marking of one 
of the greatest measures of liberation any nation 
has ever taken peacefully? 


It’s a thought. It could be translated into action. 
* * * 


Advocates of cutting the wages of federal em- 
ployees have been howling for such cuts on the 
ground that they were necessary to “balance the 
budget.” As a matter of fact, federal wage reduc- 
tions would do little toward balancing the budget, 
though the argument has had some influence on 
unthinking people. But now that the budget has 
been balanced by agreement on taxation measures, 
how are the federal wage cutters going to justify 
their position? 

No sound reason for federal pay cuts can be 
advanced and advocates of lower wages know this 
as well as anyone. But this will not make them 
desist from their campaign. The drive for lower 
federal wages is backed by short-sighted business 
Sroups, which see in federal cuts a move that will 
Start a general wage slashing orgy throughout the 
Nation. That such a movement is bound to be dis- 
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astrous, they do not see. They will move heaven 
and earth to accomplish their purpose, regardless 
of the consequences. 

x ok * 

The suggestion made same time ago by the 
American Federation of Labor that plants and fac- 
tories abolish overtime features and put additional 
workers on to do this work is being followed in 
several instances. Recently the Transcontinental 
& Western Air Line cut out the’ overtime work 
which had been done by mechanics and added 
thirty-one additional men to the pay roll. A num- 
ber of union printing plants have done away with 
overtime work and hired additional printers, thus 
increasing employment without additional labor 
costs. 

* * * 

Citizens burdened with taxes. might benefit by 
serious consideration of proposals for consolida- 
tion of counties as a move toward tax economy. 
Many states have an absurdly large number of 
counties, each with its county government, which 
must be maintained by taxes imposed on citizens 
who often are engaged in a desperate and some- 
times losing fight to make a bare living. 

In this condition is found one of the strong 
reasons for urging in many. states the consolida- 
tion of counties. With improved roads and quicker 
means of travel it is felt that three, four or five 
existing counties can be merged in many cases 
into one county, with great savings in costs and 
taxes and in needless duplication in county gov- 
ernment. 

The politicians will of course fight consolidation 
moves but their interests are entitled to little con- 
sideration as compared to the interests of the 
people as a whole. Precipitate action would be 
unwise but it is quite likely that in many cases 
consolidation of counties would prove of marked 
benefit. 

i 
SEAMEN’S BOOK WEEK 

“Give a book you have read and liked” is the 
slogan of Seamen’s Book Week, April 13 to 20, 
when the Seamen’s Book Society will conduct a 
State-wide drive for books to be distributed to 
merchant sailors. The San Francisco Branch of 
the Seamen’s Book Society has offices in the Sea- 
men’s Church Institute, where Chaplain F. K. 
Howard is in charge of the library. 
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MORE MINERS ON STRIKE 


Forced to act by the unreasonable attitude of the 
coal mine operators, who have arbitrarily refused 
to confer with their organized employees, execu- 
tives of the United Mine Workers of America 
have called a strike of more than 13,000 miners not 
under contract in Ohio and the West Virginia 
Panhandle, says an I. L. N. S. dispatch from Co- 
lumbus, Ohio. 

The strike brings the number of idle miners in 
the territory to more than 25,000, as 12,000 went on 
strike in February when operators in southern 
Ohio attempted to make a drastic cut in wages. 

Decision to call a strike was announced after 
mine owners had ignored an invitation to attend 
a joint conference in Columbus. The joint confer- 
ence was called by President Lee Hall of District 
6, United Mine Workers, with a view to settling 
the southern Ohio strike, which centers in the 
Hocking Valley. 

The union leaders waited some time after the 
joint conference was scheduled to begin, but no 
operators or their representatives appeared. 
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It is not really a tax bill. It’s a vacuum cleaner. 
—New York “Sun.” 
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STATE PENSION LAW 


California saves $259 a year by pensioning an 
aged person instead of sending him or her to the 
poorhouse, and the economies thus effected swell 
into millions of dollars, it was disclosed by a 
state-wide survey conducted by the research de- 
partment of the American Association for Old 
Age Security and summarized in the April issue of 
the “Old Age Security Herald,” just published. 

The survey was based on a questionnaire sent 
out to officials of fifty-eight counties to learn their 
experience with the California old-age pension 
law, in operation now for more than two years, 
or longer than any other state-wide mandatory 
act in the country. 

It was revealed that while the pension average is 
but $23 a month, the cost to California of main- 
taining an inmate in a poorhouse is $44.74 per 
month. “In other words,” declares the report of 
Abraham Epstein, executive secretary of the as- 
sociation, “by placing an aged person on a pen- 
sion instead of sending him to a poorhouse, Cali- 
fornia saves $21.66 per month, or $259.92 a year. 
Thus the old-age pension law has actually made it 
possible to maintain two persons on a pension for 
the price of supporting one inmate in an alms- 
house.” 

During the two years’ operation studied by the 
association 11,307 aged were pensioned in Califor- 
nia at a cost to every inhabitant “of only 25.8 
cents annually. Taxpayers paid 17 cents per $1000 
of assessed taxable wealth a year.” 

Under the California law aid is granted to per- 
sons 70 years of age and over who have resided 
in the state for fifteen years, have been residents 
of the United States for the same period and have 
been residents of their county for one year. To be 
eligible, pensioners must not have an income above 
$1 a day, over $3000 in real property, nor immedi- 
ate relatives able and responsible under the law 
for their support. The amount of aid is fixed with 
due regard to the conditions in each case, but 
cannot exceed $30 a month. 

o 
BOYCOTT WOULD MEAN WAR 

Opposition to a boycott against Japan was ex- 
pressed by Thomas F. McMahon, president of the 
United Textile Workers of America, Ralph M. 
Easley, chairman of the National Civic Federa- 
tion’s executive council, and other speakers at a 
luncheon conference of the League for National 
Unity in New York recently. 

McMahon said he felt Japan had taken advan- 
tage of “downtrodden” China, but that the “labor 
movement, so far as I can speak for it as the 
president of the United Textile Workers of Amer- 
ica, is opposed to placing a boycott upon the im- 
portation of silk from Japan because we believe 
that it is an act that to a proud people, with a chip 
on its shoulder, would eventually bring us into 
war.” 


—_——_—_ &_____ 
Arrested for Discharging Man 
Suspected of Union Affiliation 


G. A. Hamrick, overseer of spinning at the Ly- 
man plant of the Pacific Mills Company at Spar- 
tansburg, S. C., was arrested on a charge of vio- 
lating the South Carolina criminal code in that 
he is alleged to have discharged an employee for 
“suspected” membership in a labor organization. 
Hamrick was released on his own bond for ap- 
pearance at trial. The warrant charges Hamrick 
with violating Section 1299 of the criminal code 
of 1932 which makes guilty of a misdemeanor any 
person or corporation who shall discharge or dis- 
criminate in the payment of wages against any 
person because of his or her membership in a 
labor organization. 
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Remember—April is Union Label Month. 
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OUTLAW STRIKE FAILING 


As predicted by officials of the United Mine 
Workers of America, the outlaw strike of miners 
in the Scranton and Shamokin anthracite districts 
is fast petering out, according to reports from 
Scranton, Pa. Miners who struck in violation of 
contracts are rapidly returning to work and the 
collapse of the whole movement is near. The 
strike was called by insurgent leaders in an en- 
deavor to bring about equalization of work. The 
United Mine Workers declared that the demand 
was illegal and a violation of the contract between 
the union and operators. 

——_—— —- &__ ——--- 


EMPLOYERS URGED TO BE FAIR 


In a speech at Miami, Fla., delivered in the in- 
terest of the War Against Depression, Chester M. 
Wright, editor of International Labor News Ser- 
vice, commended the organizations which co- 
operated in the movement to “find a million jobs 
for a million workers.” ‘Above all,” he warned 
employers, “do not use this emergency as a lever 
to see how much more you can grind out of a 
worker. Be fair. You are dealing with human 
misery. You are making war against depression. 
Do not add to the depression of our people by 
laying undue burdens upon their aching backs.” 


WAGE CUTS RESISTED 


Having accepted two successive cuts in wages 
during the past year, members of Cooks’ Union 
No. 44 and Waiters’ Union No. 30 decided by 
unanimous vote on Thursday of last week to reject 
further proposals of the employers for reductions 
varying from 124% to 33% per cent. 

At largely attended meetings of the two unions 
a notification of the Bureau of Hotels and Restau- 
rants, presented through its secretary, J. J. Schlap- 
fer, was considered. It is stated that the senti- 
ments expressed were to the effect that the time to 
resist the reductions had arrived; that the wage 
at present being paid was equivalent to that paid 
in 1907, immediately after the destruction of the 
city by fire and earthquake, while living costs were 
still materially higher than in the pre-war days. 
Added to this was the fact that most of those 
employed were on a part-time basis. 

Schlapfer was notified of the unions’ decision 
by Hugo Ernst, secretary of the Local Joint Ex- 
ecutive Board of the Culinary Alliance, and A. J. 
St. Peter, president of Cooks’ Union No. 44. “We 
feel that we should not be expected to submit to 
any further reduction in wages,” said Ernst. 

The demand for the reductions presented by 
Schlapfer is reported to come from practcially all 
of the large hotels and restaurants in San Fran- 
cisco. 

At the meeting of the San Francisco Labor 
Council on Friday last it was stated that the local 
culinary trades unions will have the support of 
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their international union in their stand, and sup- 
port of organized labor in San Francisco is assured. 

It was reported that further negotiations would 
be agreed to by the Cooks’ and Waiters’ Unions, 
but there was an inclination to deal with the prin- 
cipals rather than an agent. So far the prin- 
cipals have refused to confer with the unions’ 
representatives. 

ee 
ALIEN LABOR ON CITY WORK 


Charges made that alien labor was employed 
on the Hetch Hetchy project are denied by State 
Labor Commissioner Timothy Reardon, who de- 
clares that he has investigated the employment 
situation on the project and has discovered that, of 
eighteen foreigners employed, seventeen, having 
discharges from the United States military ser- 
vice, were of the belief that they were citizens, 
These men were advised to apply for citizenship. 
to which they are entitled under the law. Reardon 
states that he will recommend that men employed 
on outside work for the city be required to make 
affidavit as to citizenship. 

SS ge. 
WAITERS’ MEETING HOUR 

Through error in last week’s Labor Clarion the 
hour of meeting of Waiters’ Union No. 30 was 
given as 2:30 p. m. instead of 3 o’clock. The union 
meets every Wednesday. 
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FIGHTING DEPRESSION 


Sweeping along with increasing vigor, the 
nation-wide War Against Depression Campaign 
of the American Legion, the American Federation 
of Labor and the Association of National Adver- 
tisers is crowding the 400.000 mark and set to go 
over the half million point within another few 
days, is the report from New York headquarters. 
From then it will be a race over the last half of the 
stretch to the million mark. 

The most notable feature of the campaign as it 
rolls up its new totals this week is the number 
of new cities that are entering the list. 

New cities have been reporting in at from 
twenty-five to more than fifty a day. 

It was announced at national headquarters in 
the Hotel Biltmore in New York that if all cities 
had entered the campaign at the outset the million 
mark would have been passed two weeks ago. It 
also was pointed out that already the jobs found 
have taken millions of dollars from the load car- 
ried by charity throughout the nation. More than 
30 per cent of the 6000 towns and cities of the 
United States having a population of 1000 or more 
have reported activities to campaign headquarters, 
thus pointing to the gradual spread of the war 
on depression over the country. 

A number of states have far exceeded their quota 
of placements, others have come up to it, while 
others lag behind the procession. Minnesota, 
which has led the states in the number of jobs 
found, continues in the lead with placements of 
more than 31,000 workers. 

“The American Federation of Labor is in this 
job to stay,” Matthew Woll, chairman of the 
Labor Division, said. “Our 30,000 local unions are 
out to find jobs for the unemployed and are work- 
ing in co-operation with committees of civic and 
all other organizations who are seeking the same 
thing we are. It won’t be long until we pass the 
half-way point in our quest for a million jobs. 
We cannot let the American workers starve.” 

= oo 
FUR WORKERS MAINTAIN WAGES 


Announcement is made at the New York offices 
of the American Federation of Labor, 1440 Broad- 
way, that a collective agreement has been renewed 
hy the American Federation of Labor and the In- 
ternational Fur Workers’: Union of the United 
States and Canada and its affiliated New York 
locals, with the Associated Fur Coat and Trim- 
ming Manufacturers, Inc., and the New York Fur 
Trimming Manufacturers, Inc. 


The agreement, which has existed in the trade 
for many years, has been renewed for a period 
of two years, with no changes in hours, wages 
and working conditions. A similar agreement with 
the United Fur Manufacturers’ Association is 
awaiting the signatures of the parties. 
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Violation of Contract Upheld 
In Iowa Coal Mining Litigation 


Mine operators can not be held to abide by a 
contract with employees, judging by a decision of 
Judge R. W. Smith, who ruled in District Court 
at Ottumwa, Iowa, against the United Mine 
Workers of America in an attempt by the union 
to force coal operators to observe a wage con- 
tract. 

The specific case was a petition for an injunction 
against the Airline Coal Company to enforce the 
wage scale set forth in a miner-operator contract. 
Judge Smith held that the agreement was a 
Promise to pay, but not a contract. 

Last December three union mines made 20 per 
cent wage reductions. The injunction suit was 
brought as a test case, the union alleging that a 
local agreement and one known as the “Des 
Moines agreement” were violated. 
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CUT WAGES OF SIGHTLESS 
Blind men staged a demonstration in the streets 
of New Orleans Protesting wage reductions by 
the Lighthouse for the Blind, an institution spon- 
sored by the Community Chest. The blind em- 
ployees, many accompanied by their wives, 
gathered in front of the building, where directors 
of the Lighthouse, which principally manufactures 
brooms, were meeting to elect officers. They 
blocked the streets but were dispersed by police 
without disorders. 
———— —_@—__ 
SOCIALISM IN AUSTRALIA 
The New South Wales, Australia, labor confer- 
ence has decided to make the socialization of in- 
dustry and agriculture a main issue in the next 
state election. Premier J. T. Lang, in a speech 
before the conference, accused Prime Minister 
Joseph Lyons of Australia of trying to reduce the 
standard of living in the country to a level below 
that of the lowest European state. “The Labor 
party must resist to the uttermost or itself be 
wiped out,” he said. 
; ——_o>—____ 
Lame ducks will soon be a thing of the past. 
Henceforth, after election a defeated Congressman 
will simply be a gone gosling—Detroit “News.” 


Attempt Made to Assassinate 
International Union Officials 


United States Commissioner Needham C. Turn- 
age, at Washington, D. C., has held for the grand 
jury four men and a women charged with con- 
spiracy to commit murder in connection with an 
alleged plot to assassinate Charles E. Haury, 
supervisor of the local union of the International 
Union of Operating Engineers. The defendants, 
George MacSullen, Ed Johnson, Walter Reed, his 
wife, Mrs. Kaye Reed, and Burt Carpenter were 
charged by police to have plotted the assassination 
of Haury on two separate occasions. Johnson en- 
tered a plea of guilty. 
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| La Follette Defends Federal 


Unemployment Relief Measure 


Senator Robert M. La Follette in a speech at 
Oshkosh, Wisconsin, defended the Costigan-La 
Follette $375,000,000 unemployment relief bill, re- 
cently defeated by the United States Senate, seek- 
ing direct Federal aid to the states and lesser gov- 
ernmental units. 

President Hoover, he said, failed to meet the 
emergency situation squarely while tinkering with 
the banking system and loaning the credit of the 
government to railroads, banks and insurance 
companies, 
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Allied Printing Trades Council on your 
Printing, it is not a Union Concern. 


a) 
petites} 


F. THOMAS 


Supreme Quality 


Men’s Suits and Overcoats 
Ladies’ Plain Dresses or 
Ladies’ Plain Wool Coats 


$ | .00 


Called for and delivered 


For 78 years 
The Leading Dyers and Cleaners 


We Clean and Dye Everything 
and Do It Well 


0180 
THOMAS 


PARISIAN DYEING & 
CLEANING WORKS 


Main Office and Plant 
27 Tenth St., San Francisco 


Branch Offices: 135 Powell 
1730 Polk - 266 Sutter 


Call 
HEmlock 


F. 


RUN O’ THE HOOK 


(This department is conducted by the 
president of San Francisco Typo- 
graphical Union No. 21) 


James L.. Hanscom, 52 years of age, for many 
years a member of the “Examiner” chapel, passed 
away on Saturday evening, April 2, as the result 
of a heart attack. Mr. Hanscom was born in 
Modesto, Calif., learning the trade on several val- 
ley newspapers. He is survived by a sister, Marv 
Hanscom of Modesto, and a brother, Frank Hans- 
com of Los Angeles. The burial service of the 
union was read by Rev. William E. Dugan at the 
James H. Reilly chapel on Tuesday, April 5, after 
which the remains were shipped to Modesto for 
interment. 

Charles E. Clemens, 54 years of age, passed 
away on March 30 at St. Francis Hospital, the 
cause of death being carcinoma of the stomach. 
Mr. Clemens is survived by his widow, Alta E. 
Clemens. The deceased was a native of Iowa and 
came to San Francisco only a few months ago. 

Dr. A. Lee Briskman, physician of the Union 
Printers’ Home at Colorado Springs, is in San 
Francisco attending the convention of the Ameri- 
can College of Physicians and Surgeons at the 
Palace Hotel. 

The regular quarterly meeting of the Union 
Printers’ Mutual Aid Society will be held Sunday 
afternoon, April 10, at Union Hall, Labor Temple, 
at 2 o’clock. A recommendation of great impor- 
tance will be made by the board of directors and 
all members are urged to be present. Although 
almost a thousand dollars has been paid in bene- 
fits during the past quarter, the society still main- 
tains its financial stability. 

Sympathy is extended to Floyd and Earl Parks, 
members of No. 21, on the death of their father in 
Denver, Colo. Mr. Parks, Sr., had reached the 
ripe old age of & years. 

Remember—April is Union Label, Shop Card 
and Button Month! 


“News” Chapel Notes—By L. L. Heagney 

Satisfaction radiated from Archie Priest, Mer- 
genthaler Company’s genial representative, on his 
visit to the chapel, due doubtless to demand for 
equipment handled by his concern. Seven lino- 
types were sold by Mr. Priest in the preceding 
fortnight, which indicates salesmanship or im- 
proved business, and small belief as well in the 
potentialities of the North Carolina invention 
yclept the “electric eye.” Some time ago, it will 
be recalled, the teletypesetter, a New York in- 
vention, also was announced to do the same thing 
as this one—eliminate the human operator. The 
“electric eye” has been demonstrated only, granted, 
but why doesn’t the teletypesetter sell, seeing as 
the claim is made that an Empire State newspaper 
chain operated it successfully for the past two 
years? 

A Charlotte, N. C., Associated Press dispatch 
describes the “electric eye,” invented by B. L. 
Green, former machinist on the “Observer,” and 
called the semagraph, as an adaptation of the 
photo-electric cell, known as the electric eye. A 
beam of light pierces semi-transparent copy paper 
and falls on the photo-electric cell, which converts 
light impulses into electric impulses, which in 
turn operate the selector mechanism to release 
matrices from the magazine. Special kinds of 
paper, typewriter, code and keyboard are indicated. 
Claims are made speed is confined only to limita- 
tions of the linotype, that eliminations of portions 
of copy and corrections copyreaders may make are 
automatically taken care of. Each letter and sym- 
bol of copy is represented by a dot combination, 
for which the special typewriter is needed. This 
machine prints the word as written by the re- 
porter, printing at the same time the dot code 
under the letters. A space bar guides the reporter 
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in writing each line of copy to fill a line of type. 
Any size type may be used by changing a bar on 
the typewriter. One machinist, it is said, could 
watch an entire battery of linotypes. 

A remarkable man, this man Bill Leslie, calm 
and resourceful. Recognizing a lemon in the car 
he bought recently, Bill traded it for another new 
one, the same which he gave a workout last week, 
and for once lost control of a situation, to a 
woman at that. Cutting in, she almost wrecked 
both cars. “Why don’t you signal?” Bill de- 
manded. “I had my hand out,” she said indig- 
nantly. “Well, I didn’t see it,” Leslie replied 
caustically. “If it’d been my leg you’d have seen 
it quick enough,” the fair one retorted, and was 
on her way. 

Can’t keep a good man down, it’s said, so Frank 
Burwell must come under that classification, see- 
ing as he’s hitting on all six again after a six 
weeks’ illness. ; 

Although I can get along with anybody, caroled 
“Swede” Adams, the trouble with these bozos 
around here is that they make no attempt to get 
along with me. ‘ 

Stiff necks, what a handicap! Johnny Branch, 
champion customer of the chapel benefit society’s 
Shylock department, had its treasurer, W. Herbert 
Coleman, over a barrel, as the poet says, seeing 
that the beautifully proportioned structure which 
joins Mr. Coleman’s skull to his torso was in no 
condition to be swayed negatively. 

Shed a tear for Curly Holm, 
Has coin in Sweden 
But has to stay home. 

Yep, “Curly” is heir to a herring fortune. Cruel 
fate, however, in the guise of a law prohibiting 
export of money, prevents its being fetched over 
here, and, omy, gradually it’s being taxed out of 
existence, for another law taxes estates not set- 
tled promptly after death of the testator. 

Small fry, like composing room foremen, are not 
worth the attention of the writer of the following 
letter. A big shot, he deals only with big shots, 
ergo his communication was addressed to W. N. 
Burkhardt, editor of the “News”: “My dear Sir: 
‘Seek and ye shall find.’ I am seeking a position; 
you may be needing a man. Can we get together? 

My testimonials prove conclusively that if 
you need a ‘live wire’ operator I will be the man 
you want to employ. I am a speedy, accurate, 
painstaking operator. Your machine will be in the 
best of hands under my control. I understand the 
mechanical end and will show it pays to regard 
your linotype ‘metal brains.’ I have twenty years’ 
experience in newspaper, publishing house and job 
work. I am free to state that I do not belong to 
the booze gang or to the traveling operators. I 
am ready now to step into your composing room. 
Yours very truly, Clarence H. Grimes, Harrisburg, 
Pa.” That’s what you get from correspondence 
school courses in peppy salesmanship. 


“Chronicle” Chapel Notes—By Charles Crawford 
The vote on the two propositions given to the 
membership by the officers of the Chronicle Mu- 
tual Benefit Society resulted in, the defeat of the 
first proposition (reducing the benefits). The sec- 
ond proposition carried (members of the society 
at the Home receiving benefits up to $155). The 
keen interest developed in the affairs of the above 
organization as demonstrated in the voting shows 
clearly that the members are most alive to the 
possibilities and helpfulness of the C. M. B. S. 
He climbed the mount, sang the hymns, bowed 
his head in meditation and marveled at the view 
from atop Mount Davidson on Easter Sunday 
morn, and then slipped to the depths. It seems 
that J. A. M. McDermott decided that there would 
be no better place to attend Easter services than 
Mount Davidson and he climbed and climbed and 
finally arrived at the top. But the descent was 
something like dropping a ball at the top of a 
flight of stairs—it bounces from one step to an- 
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other—and McDermott did that. He started down, 


slipped,. bounced from one raised spot to another 
till he finally arrived at the bottom of the hill, 
minus somewhat in the spiritual thought that had 
so filled him during the service. He suffered two 
very sore spots, some muddy clothes and a broken 
collar button. 

We have it from very good authority that Willie 
(“Wee”) Beveridge was on the right hand of 
Jimmie (Governor) Rolph when he visited Oak- 
land last Sunday to attend a celebration given .by 
the natives of Portugal. Mean remark, that. 

The gents of the chapel who hang their hats 
on the backs of chairs in residences of the Sunset 
district are forming an organization to be known 
as the Sunset Club of the “Chronicle.” Gleaned 
from the list of charter members are Messrs. Slo- 
cum, Anley, Blanchard, Hall, McCallum, Shannon, 
Smith, Voss, Hyatt, Thornton, Donelin, Gallagher, 
O’Brien and Young. From the by-laws of the 
above we note that the dues are payable in loam, 
and that immediate expulsion follows. any remarks 
about sand, fog or street car service (the latter 
being the finest asset they have in the Sunset 
district). To extol the district and to extend sym- 
pathy to those not living there are among the 
aims of the club. If the writer is alive after this 
is published he probably will be given an honorary 
membership in the club. 


“Shopping News” Chapel Notes—By G. E. M., Jr. 

Saturday night is the “Night in Tijuana” for the 
Dulfer-Shopping News Employees’ Association. 
Two thousand complimentary tickets have been 
passed out to as many individuals. If you failed 
to get yours you are cordially invited herewith 
to be present and have an enjoyable evening at 
the expense of the Association. The place is No. 3 
Pioneer Place, in the rear of the Argonaut Hotel, 
on Fourth street, between Market and Mission 
streets. The “racket” starts at 7:30 p. m. Bring 
your lady friends and other friends. We'll be 
seeing you! 

Jack Langry has deserted the “Wall Street 
Journal” and put up his slip in this chapel. Jack 
was an apprentice on the old “Bulletin,” and grad- 
uated to journeymanship under the late Jack 
Daveler. 

“Pinky” Holderly dropped in a few nights ago 
and put up his slip, after being away from the 
chapel for the past three months. 

It is with regret we learn of the passing of our 
good friend, Jimmy Hanscom. We knew Jim for 
many years, having worked with him in days 
gone by. We knew of his sterling character, his 
sterling worth, and his true-blue unionism. Union- 
ism was a religion with Jimmy Hanscom—we 
could ill afford to lose him. Vale, Jimmy, vale! 

———_@ 
MILWAUKEE’S LATEST IDEA 

A movement to put the city of Milwaukee into 
the banking business has been started by the ad- 
visory committee of Mayor Daniel W. Hoan, So- 
cialist. 


JAS. H. REILLY JAS. H. REILLY, JR. 


JAS. H. REILLY & CO. 


FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
Phone Mission 0141 29th and Dolores Streets 
——————- MEMBER OF 
and 
Official Undertaker of S. F. Typographical Union 21 


PHIL BENEDETTI 
The Florist 


2980 16th Street, Below Mission 
HEmlock 7400 


MArket 9562 San Francisco 


Phone HEmlock 3760 


Henry’s Dairy Lunch 
FOOD OF QUALITY 


3036 Sixteenth Street San Francisco 
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MAILER NOTES 


By LEROY C. SMITH 


Error was made in reporting the list of nomina- 
tions made at the March meeting, which should 
have included Edward Hoertkorn as delegate to 
I. T. U. convention, Long Beach, and O. Benson, 
for executive committee. 

The Unionist party of New York Mailers’ Union 
No. 6 issued a printed leaflet announcing the Feb- 
ruary meeting of that faction of No. 6 Mailers at 
1 Beekman street, which was captioned “Come 
and hear the next president of the International 
Typographical Union, Fred N. Cornell.” But fate 
decreed otherwise, as Candidate Cornell did not 
receive sufficient indorsements to go on the ballot. 

Evidently a number of members of Mailers’ 
Union No. 6 desire a change in the methods of 
conducting the affairs of that local. The Unionist 
party of Mailers’ Union No. 6 stands for equal 
representation for all mailers; all standing com- 
mittees of Mailers’ Union No. 6 shall be elected; 
delegates to I. T. U., Trades District Council and 
Allied Trades Council conventions shall receive 
the same payment as delegate of Typographical 
Union No. 6, which is $20 per day and railroad 
fare to and from conventions. The delegates to 
Boston convention from Mailers’ Union No. 6 
received $700 apiece. Besides his salary as business 
agent of Mailers’ Union No. 6, of $158 a week, 
John McArdle received $1400 for expenses to 
Boston conventions. Judging from this expense 
account the expenses of the Mailers’ Union No. 6 
delegates and also that of John McArdle to Long 
Beach conventions will be no small sum. 

The Unionist party platform of Mailers’ Union 
No. 6 further says: “Business offices of Mailers’ 
Union No. 6 shall be maintained solely for the use 
of members of Mailers’ Union No. 6;” also “The 
secretary-treasurer shall maintain office hours in 


the union rooms between the hours of 9:30 a. m.. 


and 5:30 p. m., and shall receive a salary in accord- 
ance with his position.” 

If the breach between the Administrationists, 
“Independents” and Unionists of Mailers’ Union 
No. 6 should continue to widen, the M. T. D. U. 
officers’ task of rehabilitating that organization is 
likely to become an extremely difficult one. Ever 
since the M. T. D. U. officers and certain other 
members of that organization sought a fancied 
redress in violation of the law, by federal court 
injunction against the I. T. U., the pathway of the 
M. T. D. U. has not been one “strewn with roses.” 
Present indications are that the fate of the M. T. 
D. U., in consequence, will prove similar to that 
of those who “live by the sword.” 

The amount of money squandered by the Mailer 
injunctionists in court litigation is no small sum. 
Moreover, what sums this court litigation will be 
likely to cost the M. T. D. U. officers, or the dues- 
paying members of that organization, in the opin- 
ion of many, may equal if not exceed sums already 
spent. And if so, where is the money going to 
come from to pay it? 

————_@____—_—___ 
REFERENDUM ON INSURANCE 

A referendum indorsing government unemploy- 
ment insurance has been mailed to 20,000 local 
unions, it is announced by the “New York Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor Committee for Unem- 
ployment Insurance and Relief.” The referendum 
was started by fifty-seven unions affiliated with 
the American Federation of Labor, and sixty other 
unions have already assented, the committee says. 

ee 

Pacific Telephone and Telegraph Company 
figures show a net loss of 17,851 telephones in the 
first two months of this year. This loss exceeds 
by 229 units the total net loss for the entire year 
of 1931. 

ea 

Acquire the habit of calling for union-made 

goods. Start now! 


- UNFAIR GRIGSBY-GRUNOW COMPANY 

President: William Green of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor has called the attention of affili- 
ated unions to the action of the Vancouver con- 
vention, which adopted resolutions instructing the 
Federation officials to give publicity to the fact 
that “the dispute with the Grigsby-Grunow Com- 
pany (manufacturers of Majestic radios and re- 
frigerators) and the Metal Trades of Chicago and 
the Chicago Federation of Labor has not been 
adjusted, and that the action of the Chicago Metal 
Trades. Council and the Chicago Federation of 
Labor in placing the Grigsby-Grunow Company 
on the unfair list has the approval of the Metal 
Trades Department of the American Federation 
of Labor and that of the American Federation of 
Labor.” 

The action of the convention was made neces- 
sary by the broadcast of misleading statements 
leading to the impression that the difficulty had 
been adjusted. 


TOY SUBMITS DEMANDS 


Asserting that he is the spokesman for a “de- 
termined group of citizens,” and predicting that a 
“taxpayers’ strike” would be inaugurated in the 
event that curtailments of city expenses are not 
made, Harvey M. Toy, president of the Citizens’ 
Charter Protective League and the California 
League of Taxpayers, issued a warning to Mayor 
Rossi last week. 

Toy, who was campaign manager for Adolph 
Uhl in his race for mayor at the last city election, 
told the mayor that four or five thousand dollars 
has been subscribed for a “complete independent 
survey of salaries, efficiency of different depart- 
ment heads and a study of the cost of govern- 
ment,” to be conducted by his organizations. Be- 
cause “there is insufficient time to make a survey” 
of the subject prior to the May election he de- 
clared he will not proceed with the proposed salary 
reduction amendment to the city charter at this 
time. 

Among the suggestions made to the mayor were 
the following: 

“The expensive abuse of city automobile users 
can be stopped; eliminate two or three in one fam- 
ily holding city jobs; double job holders can be 
eliminated; unjust pension funds can be adjusted 
to come under the charter terms so that all con- 
tribute to the pension fund; salary increases in 
recent months can be eliminated; the Municipal 
Railway can be cut to operate on income; water 
rates should be reduced by cutting water manage- 
ment expenses.” 
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FIGHT SHARKEY BILL 


The Sharkey oil control bill, passed in the clos- 
ing hours of the 1931 legislative session, and held 
up by a referendum petition signed by more than 
200,000 voters, will be on the ballot at the special 
election on May 3. 

It provides a protected “control” of the oil in- 
dustry in the hands of a commission of six mem- 
bers, one of whom, the state oil and gas supervisor, 
will be an ex-officio member and secretary. The 
commission is granted drastic regulatory powers 
to control and limit the production of crude oil 
and natural gas. It may limit the production of 
any well or wells or fields, as against other wells 
or fields, and also permit or prohibit drilling oper- 
ations, as it sees fit. Hence under its authority to 
limit production it will be possible to create an 
artificial shortage which naturally will influence 
the prices of crude oil, gasoline, and other refined 
products which are universally used by the con- 
suming public, its opponents assert. 

The major oil companies of the state are urging 
the passage of the measure and the independent 
companies are opposing it. The Oil Field and Re- 
finery Workers’ Unions are enlisted in the fight 
against what they term a monopolistic move, and 
organized labor generally is also opposing it. Be- 
sides these, veterans’ fraternal and civic organiza- 
tions also have aligned themselves with the oppo- 
sition, and a strenuous effort is being made to de- 
feat the proposal, which will be “Proposition No. 
1” on the ballot. 


Pompeii Macaroni Factory, Inc. 
lanufacturers of 


HIGH-GRADE GOODS 


Oakland Branch: 501 FRANKLIN ST. Phone LAkeside 1246 
Los Angeles Branch: 105 COURT ST. 
2987 FOLSOM ST., Near 26th, SAN FRANCISCO 
Phone Mission 5744 


NATIONAL GROCERIES 
ADVERTISED . j z TOBACCO 
PRODUCTS : ; ILETRIES 

SOLD 


WE ALWAYS UNDERSELL 
* 


Phone MArket 0170 ‘UNION STORE 


BROWN & KENNEDY 


FLORAL ARTISTS 
Funeral Work a Specialty—Lowest Prices 


3089 Sixteenth St., Near Valencia San Francisco 


William W. 
Dan F. 
Geo. J. 


Hansen - - - ie 

McLaughlin - - - - President 

Asmussen - - - - - Secretary 

NITED UNDERTAKERS 
Established July, 1882 

2596 HOWARD STREET - _ at Twenty-second 


New Funeral Home and Chapel 
Telephone Mission 0276 


Manager 


HERMAN’S HATS 


Union Made 


2386 MISSION STREET 
Near 20th Street 


JACQUARD DAVENPORT BED 
$77.50 
A Remarkably Well-Built Bed 


for the small bungalow, flat or apart- 
ment. The quality of Jacquard and the 


construction is guaranteed the best 
money can buy for a moderate price. 


Eastern Outfitting Company 


1017 MARKET STREET, NEAR 6TH ST. 


S. F. LABOR COUNCIL 


Labor Council meets every Friday at 8 p. m. 
Labor Temple, Sixteenth and Capp streets. Secre- 
tary’s office and headquarters, Room 205, Labor 
Temple. The Executive and Arbitration Committee 
meet every Monday at 7:30 p. m. Label Section 
meets first and third Wednesdays at 8 p. m. Head- 
quarters phone, MArket 0056. 


Synopsis of Minutes of April 1, 1932 

Meeting called to order at 8:15 p. m. by Presi- 
dent D. P. Haggerty. 

Roll Call of Officers—AlIl present. 

Reading Minutes—Minutes of the previous meet- 
ing approved as printed in the Labor Clarion. 

Credentials—From Cracker Bakers No. 125, L. 
Parker, vice Brother Scarlett. Postal Clerks— 
Thomas J. Healy, vice M. J. Burman. Delegates 
seated. 

Communications—Filed—Minutes of the Build- 
ing Trades Council. From the Union Labor Life 
Insurance Company with reference to insurance 
of local unions. From Civil Service Commission, 
scope circular relative to examinations which will 
be held beginning April 4, 1932. From Barbers’ 
International Union relative to their campaign of 
organization. From Stanislaus County Central 
Labor Council with reference to the boycott on 
Modesto and Challenge products. From the 
Golden Gate Theater thanking the Council and 
Secretary O’Connell for their kindness in assisting 
with its anniversary week celebration. From the 
California State Unemployment Commission with 
reference to public hearings to be held in San 
Francisco on Wednesday, April 27, and Thursday, 
April 28, on unemployment problems. 

Referred to Labor Clarion—From the American 
Federation of Labor, inclosing copy of resolutions 
relative to the unfair Grigsby-Grunow Company of 
Chicago. 

Request Complied With—From the Colorado 
State Federation of Labor stating that Miss 
Josephine Roche, president of the Rocky Mountain 
Fuel Company, will visit San Francisco and re- 
questing that the Council extend her an invitation 
to address the Council next Friday night; on mo- 
tion the request was complied with and invitation 
extended to Miss Roche. 

Report of Executive Committee—In the matter 
ef communication from the Building Trades Coun- 


WE DON’T PATRONIZE LIST 


The concerns listed below are on the “We 

Don’t Patronize List’ of the San Francisco 

Labor Council. Members of Labor Unions 

and sympathizers are requested to cut this 

out and post it. 

American Tobacco Company. 

Baker, Hamilton & Pacific Co. 

Block, J., Butcher, 1351 Taraval. 

Bella Roma Cigar Co. 

Co-Op Manufacturing Company. 

Clinton Cafeterias. 

Domestic Hand ea Se 218 Ellis. 

Ernest J. Sultan Mfg. 

E. Goss & Co., Cigar Mi. 113 Front. 

Foster's Lunches. 

Goldstone Bros., manufacturers of Dread- 
naught and Bodyguard Overalls. 

“Grizzly Bear,”’ organ of N. S. G. W. 

Hollywood Dry Corporation and its Products. 

Independent Cleaning & Dyeing Plant, and 
Red Front Stores. 

Lucca Restaurant, 420 Francisco. 

Manning's, Inc., Coffee and Sandwich Shops. 

Market Street R. R. 

Mann Manufacturing Company, Berkeley. 

Milk Producers’ Assn. of Central California. 
Producers of “‘Modesto’’ and “Challenge” 
Butter. 

National Biscuit Co., Chicago, products. 

one Chain Stores. 

Q. . Neon Corporation, Ltd., 306 Seventh. 

Tait’: 8, 24 Ellis. 

The Mutual Stores Co. 

Torino Bakery, 2823 Twenty-third. 

Traung Label & Litho Co. 

Union Furniture Co., 2075 Mission. 

All Barber Shops open on Sunday are unfair. 
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cil relative to appointing a representative from each 
union to act as a committee for publicity, your 
committee recommends that the secretary com- 
municate by letter to the Building Trades Council 
setting forth our position regarding all matters 
for the good of the movement as a whole in San 
Francisco. In the matter of Laundry Workers’ 
controversy with the hand laundries your commit- 
tee advised the Laundry Workers to prosecute 
vigorously a campaign against the non-union laun- 
dries. Report adopted. 

Reports of Unions—Hatters—Requested a de- 
mand for the label when making purchases. 
Electrical Workers 151—Will co-operate with 
Committee for Modification of the Volstead Act 
at mass meeting April 27, at Auditorium. Culi- 
nary Workers—Have rejected the proposal of em- 
ployers for a wage cut. Teamsters No. 85—Have 
been negotiating a new wage scale with the em- 
ployers; have entered into a new agreement for a 
period of one year, accepting a reduction of 50 
cents a day. Cracker Bakers—Are having difficul- 
ties in maintaining present agreement; all factories 
in Bay District are employing union people. 

Report of Organizing Committee—In the matter 
of application of Marine Engineers No. 9 for 
affiliation your committee recommends that the 
application be accepted and the delegates seated. 
Motion carried. 

Special Committee—Your Committee for Modi- 
fication of the Volstead Act submitted a report of 
its activities which was read and received as pro- 
gressive. 

Auditing Committee—Reported favorably on all 
bills, and warrants were ordered drawn for same. 

New Business—Moved that the Council levy a 
boycott against Lucca’s Restaurant; carried. 
Moved that when the Council adjourns it do so out 
of respect to the memory of Charles Ford, chair- 
man International Executive Council of Electrical 
Workers; motion carried. 

Receipts—$296.60. Expenses—$250.60. 

Council adjourned at 10 p. m. 

Fraternally submitted. 

JOHN A. O’CONNELL, Secretary. 

Note—Members of affiliated unions are urged to 
demand the union label, card and button. Also to 
patronize the Municipal Railway whenever pos- 
sible-—J. A. O’C. 
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WISCONSIN’S UNIQUE DISTINCTION 


The only state in the Union which has adopted 
unemployment insurance is Wisconsin. 


MODIFICATION MEETING 


A monster mass meeting has been planned 
to be held on Wednesday evening, April 27, for 
the purpose of voicing labor’s protest against the 
continuance of the Volstead Act. This demonstra- 
tion is being promoted by the San Francisco 
branch of Labor’s Committee for Modification of 
the Volstead Act. 

These meetings are being held all over the 
United States and are most successful in crystalliz- 
ing the sentiment against prohibition. 

There will be a program of first-class musical 
entertainment, and in addition it is expected that 
the principal speaker will be a man of national 
reputation. There will be other speakers of ex- 
cellent attainments. 

The committee in charge is asking the earnest 
co-operation of all union men and women. It is 
hoped that on this evening the Auditorium will be 
filled to its fullest capacity. There is no union 
which is not interested in this meeting, as all have 
suffered greatly through the operation of the Vol- 
stead Act, says the committee, which continues: 

“Let us all put our shoulders to the wheel and 
do everything within our power to make this meet- 
ing one of the greatest ever held in our city. Don’t 
forget the time anad place: Wednesday evening, 
April 27, at the Civic Auditorium.” 
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UNION LABEL CAMPAIGN 


Reports received by the Union Label Trades 
Department, American Federation of Labor, at 
Washington headquarters indicate that the big 
nation-wide April campaign for the union label, 
shop card and working button is off to a splen- 
did start and that organized labor is pushing the 
campaign with earnestness and enthusiasm. 

Central labor bodies all over the country are 
taking an active part in the campaign, which is to 
be continued until the end of April. 

John J. Manning, secretary-treasurer of the 
Union Labor Trades Department, emphasizes that 
the campaign should be so conducted as to benefit 
all national and international unions, state feder- 
ations of labor, central bodies, local unions and 
union label leagues. He suggests a program to 
give the best results, which includes the following: 

“Do not expect two or three persons to carry 
the whole burden of this campaign. Let each 
member of organized labor do something so that 
after the campaign is over all national and inter- 
national unions, state federations of labor, central 
bodies, local unions, union label leagues and firms 
employing members of organized labor and those 
handling union-labeled merchandise can say they 
have been materially benefited through the cam- 
paign. Send articles about the campaign to the 
labor papers and journals. In this way an interest 
can be created which will be of the greatest 
possible aid.” 
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LOCAL No. 508 


BUTCHERS’ ANNUAL BALL 


For the 
SICK AND DEATH FUND 
To Be Given in the 


Masonic Opera House 
THIRD ST. and OAKDALE AVE. 


APRIL 16, 1932 
UNION MUSIC 
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B. J. DELLAVALLE MAX H. BENKERT 
100 PER CENT UNION 


B. J. D. 
COFFEE SHOP 


QUALITY AT REASONABLE PRICES 
2631 MISSION STREET 


MAX A. MULDNER 


Public Accountant 


Labor Temple 2940 Sixteenth Street 
Phone EXbrook 7265 


Friendship 


a WE ARE PROUD OF THE FRIENDLY RE- 
LATIONS THAT EXIST BETWEEN OR- 
GANIZED LABOR AND OURSELVES AND 
ALWAYS STRIVE TO MERIT THE GOOD 
WILL AND CONFIDENCE OF ALL IN OUR 
DEALINGS. 


WALTER N. BRUNT PRESS 
PRINTING AND BADGES 


111 SEVENTH STREET 
Phone MArket 7070 
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MEMORIES 


Read below, then smile or squirm or anything 
you feel so disposed to do. All that is asked is that 
you thoughtfully read before commenting thereon: 
aA past years San Francisco, widely known as 
the home of the union label, stood as a tower of 
strength and welcome to all who sought protec- 
tion under the greatest entrenched power yet 
known to organized labor—the union label. In 
those glowing, happy union label days San Fran- 
cisco was also far ahead in the reach for organized 
labor’s ultimate object, the right of workers to a 
just share in the labor turnover. So far this 
paragraph reads like a sure-planned advent of the 
millennium of labor. What altered that expected 
and glorious advent? The paragraph below an- 
swers the question. 


Compare past union label proficiency with the 
decadence expressed in the scorching words of a 
visiting representative of labor, who said: “Today 
San Francisco is the boiling pot of organized labor 
destruction.” Take the wollop; it is richly de- 
served. 

Of all places on the continental map of organ- 
ized labor’s layout San Francisco had the advan- 
tage in those days, and, by the way, still has if 
she'll forget Rip Van Winkle. Under the enchant- 
ment of that gentleman she lost the advantage. 
She slid out and let the Industrial Association 
slide in. 

The revelation that the open shop was gaining 
ground was a shock to unmindful union men, but 
not to mindful union men who noted the lack of 
attendance at union meetings, also the slackers in 
union label buying. Those slackers, together with 
direct and indirect double-dealings of the I. A., 
could have been blocked had thoughtless union 
men read the labor papers on the growing menace. 

What are we to do about it? Maybe it is up to 
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COMMERCIAL 
INCORPORATED FEBRUARY 10TH, 


the counsel of the still existent remnant of the old 
guard to devise means of displacing Rip Van 
Winkle, thereby calling to the ranks of union label 
revival the youth and the middle generation in 
support thereof. J. W. 
Qi 
VETERAN LEADER DEAD 


Herman E. Wills, a pioneer in the labor move- 
ment of the United States, died in Washington, 
March 26 at the age of 84. He had been an out- 
standing leader of the Brotherhood of Locomotive 
Engineers, which he helped to found, for more 
than fifty years. He was assistant grand chief en- 
gineer of the brotherhood from 1904 to 1927, and 
its legislative representative between 1910 and 1927. 


Noted Lady Industrial Leader 
Will Address Labor Council 


Miss Josephine Roche, president of the Rocky 
Mountain Fuel Company of Colorado, and one of 
the outstanding leaders of industry in that state, 
will by invitation address the San Francisco Labor 
Council at its meeting tonight. 

The Rocky Mountain Fuel Company, of which 
she is the president, is the second largest coal com- 
pany in Colorado and is the only union coal com- 
pany in the state, maintaining higher wage scales 
and better working conditions than any other coal 
company in the state of Colorado. Her experience 
in dealing with union labor is a splendid tribute 
to the co-operative spirit of the labor movement. 

As an indication of the high regard in which 
Miss Roche is held by organized labor in Colorado, 
a letter from Earl B. Hoage, president of the Colo- 
rado State Federation of Labor, to the Labor 
Clarion says: 

“We who have been privileged to be associated 
with her in the union- -management-co-operation 
program here in Colorado will greatly appreciate 
any favors accorded Miss Roche while she is in 
your city.” 


TRUST 


1868 


One of the Oldest Banks in California, 
the Assets of which have never been increased 
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ADVERTISERS 


lg THE SAN FRANCISCO BANK 


" standing on Books at 


by mergers or consolidations with other Banks 


MEMBER ASSOCIATED SAVINGS BANKS OF SAN FRANCISCO 


526 California Street, San Francisco, Cal. 
December 31st, 1931 


$153,060,611.32 
6,050,000.00 


1.00 


------- Mission and 21st Streets 

Clement St. and 7th Ave. 

-Haight and Belvedere Streets 
——------------------ West Portal Ave. and Ulloa St. 


Dividends on Deposits as declared quarterly 
by the Board of Directors, are Computed 
Monthly and Compounded Quarterly, 
and may be withdrawn quarterly. 


AND PUBLICITY AGENTS 


who desire to reach the members of Organized Labor and 
their friends can find no better medium than the Labor 
Clarion. Attention is directed to the list of unions affiliated 
with and represented in the San Francisco Labor Council. 
They comprise the men and women having the greatest buy- 
ing power in this community, and their patronage and friend- 
ship constitute a valuable asset to any business man. 


Take Advantage of the Opportunity Offered. 


Advertise in the 


THE LABOR CLARION 


2940 Sixteenth Street 
Office 101 Labor Temple 


Tel. MArket 0056 


PLUMBERS REJECT CUT 


Approximately 400 members of the Plumbers’ 
Union were involved in a walk-out this week oc- 
casioned by notification of the Master Plumbers’ 
Association of a reduction of $2 a day from the 
$10 rate set by the Impartial Wage Board, which 
has been recognized in the building and kindred 
crafts. 

The union was notified by letter that the new 
rate would be effective as of April 1. At a meeting 
of the Plumbers’ Union the proposal was rejected 
and the matter placed in the hands of Attorney 
John J. Dailey, and intimations were made that 
legal proceedings would be instituted to compel 
the association to comply with the terms of the 
agreement. 

In his communication to the Master Plumbers’ 
Association Attorney Dailey said: 

“It was definitely agreed by the parties inter- 
ested in the selection of the board that all parties 
affected by the decision of the Wage Board would 
abide by the decision rendered and would assist 
in enforcing its terms. 

“Within approximately two months after the 
beginning of the new wage term you repudiated 
the pledge made to abide by and enforce the wage 
scale established by the Impartial Wage Board. 

“It is my opinion that you and the employing 
contractors associated with you are legally, as 
well as morally, obligated to abide by the wage 
rates established by the Wage Board, and that an 
action for specific performance of your agreement 
to abide by the wage award can be maintained in 
court. I am instructed to prepare to take such 
legal action as future developments may dictate.” 

Surely the depression has reached its lowest 
level when the wages of blind workers are reduced, 
as was the case at New a Neca 
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FOOD SHOP 
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THOUSANDS WANT JOBS 


A total of 38,000 applications for jobs with the 
Reconstruction Finance Corporation have been 
filed since the enabling act to create this de- 
pression-chasing agency was passed by Congress. 
Less than 1000 of the applicants have obtained 
employment. 

As an indication of the far-reaching scope of 
unemployment, the applications came from every 
state in the Union, and most of them supported by 
a letter from a member of Congress or a federal 
official. So plentiful were the applications that 
they were spread on the floors to prevent paint 
in the renovation of the ceilings from bespattering 
the newly waxed floors. 

More than 90 per cent of the applicants were 
persons in need of employment. Preference in 
many appointments was given, however, to per- 
sons with the backing of influential politicians. 
For this reason among the first appointments 
made were to two Washington heiresses who had 
returned recently from European tours. 

The new corporation is given two billion dollars 
as a starter in chasing the depression. Few in- 
formed persons believe that this sum will be found 
adequate to meet the demands for very long. 

It is estimated that from five to six billion dollars 
eventually will be required by the corporation if it 
is to fulfill the purpose for which it is created. 

————— 


STATEMENT 


Of the Ownership, Management, Circulation, etc., 
required by the Act of Congress of August 
24, 1912, of Labor Clarion, published weekly 
at San Francisco, California, for April 1, 1932. 


State of California, ys F 
County of San Francisco 


Before me, a notary public in and for the state 
and county aforesaid, personally appeared C. A. 
Derry, who, having been duly sworn according to 
law, deposes and says that he is the editor and 
business manager of the Labor Clarion, and that 
the following is, to the best of his knowledge and 
belief, a true statement of the ownership, manage- 
ment (and if a daily paper, the circulation), etc., 
of the aforesaid publication for the date shown in 
the above caption, required by the Act of August 
24, 1912, embodied in Section 443, Postal Laws 
and Regulations, printed on the reverse side of 
this form, to-wit: 

1. That the names and addresses of the pub- 
lisher, editor, managing editor and business man- 
ager are: 

Publisher—San Francisco Labor Council, 2940 
Sixteenth street, San Francisco, Calif. 

Editor—Chas. A. Derry, 2940 Sixteenth Street, 
San Francisco, Calif. 

Managing Editor—Chas. A. Derry, 2940 Six- 
teenth street, San Francisco, Calif. 

Business Manager—Chas. A. Derry, 2940 Six- 
teenth street, San Francisco, Calif. 

2. That the owner is: (If the publication is 
owned by an individual, his name and address; or 
if owned by more than one individual, the name 
and address of each should be given below; if the 
publication is owned by a corporation, the name 
of the corporation and the names and addresses 
of the stockholders owning or holding 1 per cent 
or more of the total amount of stock should be 
given.) San Francisco Labor Council, D. P. Hag- 
gerty, president, 2940 Sixteenth street, San Fran- 
cisco, Calif.; John A. O’Connell, secretary, 2940 
Sixteenth street, San Francisco, Calif. 3 

3. That the known bondholders, mortgagees 
and other security holders owning or holding 1 per 
cent or more of total amount of bonds, mortgages, 
or other securities are: (If there are none, so 
state.) None. 

4. That the two paragraphs next above, giving 
the names of the owners, stockholders and secur- 


ity holders, if any, contain not only the list of 
stockholders and security holders as they appear 
upon the books of the company, but also in cases 
where the stockholder or security holder appears 
upon the books of the company as trustee or in 
any other fiduciary relation, the name of the per- 
son or corporation for whom such trustee is acting 
is given; also that the said two paragraphs contain 
statements embracing affiant’s full knowledge and 
belief as to the circumstances and conditions under 
which stockholders and security holders who do 
not appear upon the books of the company as 


trustees hold stock and securities in a capacity 
other than that of a bona fide owner; and this 
affiant has no reason to believe that any other 
person, association or corporation has any interest, 
direct or indirect, in the said stock, bonds or other 
securities than as so stated by him. 
CHAS. A. DERRY. 
(Signature of Editor, Business Manager.) 
‘Sworn to and subscribed before me this 5th day 
of April, 1932. 
CHAS. H. DOHERTY. 
(My commission expires March 27, 1933.) 
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Cppril showers should be He 


Prices of Automatic Gas Water Heaters down 50% 


HOT Water 


compared with 1917... Operating cost cut 401, * thanks to Natural Gas 


‘Costs Less}| Zasier terms... as low as +4. down, $34 a month 
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Do YOU PREFER showers to tub baths? If 
so, Automatic Hot Water is even more im- 
portant. You have a steady even flow of hot 
water at the turn of the faucet. No need of 
constantly regulating the temperature. No 
danger of scalding water. 

When you have no Automatic Heater a 
shower bath is not so pleasant. You wait for 
water to heat. When you step under the 
shower, the water at first is likely to be too 
hot. Soon it cools off, and you’ve missed the 
pleasure of a real shower. 


Bargain in Automatic Gas Water Heaters 
Now is the time to connect an Automatic 
Gas Water Heater to your present 
plumbing. You can buy an Auto- 
matic for 50% less than you could 
in 1917. Yet the new, improved 
Automatics are more attractive 
and better built than ever. The 
terms are easier too, as low as 
$4.85 down and $3.85 a month. 
And you can trade in your old 
non-automatic water heater or 


water-back and receive a liberal allowance. 


Saves Your Time and Energy 


Plenty of Automatic Hot Water dissolves dirt 
from 2 to 20 times faster. That saves your 
energy with the clothes, dishes, and all your 
other household cleaning tasks. 


With an Automatic you do not wait for 
water to heat. You save time. Studies have 
been made which show that an Automatic 
Gas Water Heater saves 4 to 6 hours each 
week. These additional hours can be used by 
the housewife for reading, shopping or en- 
tertaining. 

Stop in today and see the new 
Automatic Gas Water Heaters. 

When you purchase one you are 
not buying a luxury, but making 
an investment in one of the most 
important necessities for healthful, 
happy home life. 

*According to our gas rates, Auto- 


matic Water Heating with Natural 
Gas saves the average consumer 40%. 


SEE YOUR DEALER OR THE 
PACIFIC GAS AND ELECTRIC COMPANY 
P.G-0E- 
Owned - Operated - Managed 
by Californians 257-432 (28-NB—2-5750) 


